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The United Kingdom has a long historical association with the Arctic and our interest in 

the region remains just as strong today. 

Whether through cutting edge scientific research that aims to advance global 

understanding of how changes in the Arctic environment will have global consequences; 

helping protect the fragile Arctic environment through our work in multilateral 

organisations; ensuring the interests of UK businesses are protected; or working in 

partnership with Arctic nations to keep peace and stability in the region.
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In 2018 the HMG published its second iteration of its Arctic Policy Framework.  

This edition “Beyond the Ice” details the We recognise that Arctic stewardship rests with 

the Arctic States and the indigenous peoples of those States, and continue to support 

their efforts to ensure a sustainable future for the region. As such, Beyond the Ice set 

out the UK’s approach towards the Arctic based upon the three central principles of 

respect, cooperation and appropriate leadership.

However, as the Arctic’s nearest neighbour we have legitimate interests in the region

“work towards an Arctic that is safe and secure; well governed in conjunction with 

indigenous peoples and in line with international law; where policies are developed on 

the basis of sound science with full regard to the environment; and where only 

responsible development takes place”

To support this vision we engage with the Arctic 1-1 with individual states and through 

multilateral mechanisms, such as the Arctic Council.
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But why do we care about what happens in the Arctic.  There are three main reasons, 

climate, environment and the economy.  

Temperatures are rising twice as fast in the Arctic as over the rest of the world.  Arctic 

sea ice is shrinking rapidly and changes to the Arctic Ocean are now thought to have the 

potential to affect European weather and climate.  While reduction in sea-ice cover 

mean long sought after sea routes to and from Asia are becoming increasingly ice-free 

for more days making the potential for new shipping routes a viable option.

It is relatively easy to picture the consequences for the UK of melting sea ice, 

environmental damage and new commercial opportunities, we are after all the Arctic’s 

nearest neighbour.  

So we care not just the our sake but for the global consequences of Arctic change.
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• Influencing international governance structures in support of key UK arctic interests –

security; commercial; environmental; and scientific

• Coordinating across Whitehall to continually develop UK policy towards the Arctic –

BEIS; DfT; Defra; FCO and MoD

• Engaging Parliament and other influential stakeholders – House of Lords; 

Environmental Audit Committee; APPG on Polar Regions; Arctic Circle high profile 

delegation of MPs, business leaders and scientists

5



6



Products include
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Products include
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Biodiversity Congress 2018
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Agreement on Cooperation on Marine Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response in the 

Arctic (MOSPA_
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Human health;

Sustainable economic activities and increasing community prosperity;

Education and cultural heritage, inc. IP language

Management of natural, inc. living resources 

Adaptation to Climate Change

Infrastructure development
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Being one of the original Observers to the Arctic Council we have attended each of the 

Ministerial meetings since inception.  We strongly support the Arctic Council and the 

role it plays in convening the Arctic States.  Given that we do not have a seat at the table 

this meant that our role often involves nudging States towards our interests in the 

margins of a meeting or through having UK experts providing technical assistance in the 

Working Groups.  

UK scientific and technical engagement:  Remember I mentioned the Titanic, well the UK 

insurance industry has been a leader in ensuring that shipping best practice is followed 

in Arctic operations and worked closely with the Arctic Council and its working groups to 

develop the Polar Code which came into force on 1 January 2017 that ensure safe 

shipping in Arctic areas.

But the UK’s Arctic credential are supported by our presence at conferences and forums 

that debate the future of the Arctic.  

Arctic Conferences: in 2016 Nicola Sturgeon the First Minister of Scotland gave a key 

note speech about the climate at the Arctic Circle Assembly
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